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James Tiptree Jr’s The Girl Who Was Plugged In was an interesting short story because it’s a more sophisticated story of escaping from reality. In the story, P. Burke is able to live the life of a beautiful young girl named Delphi through a computer. Especially in this day where many people can go on the internet and be anyone else if they wanted to. There are numerous people on the internet trying to be someone they’re not and this story kind of reveals the sad truth behind it. 
In the story, a rich man Paul ends up falling in love with Delphi or at least what she appears to be. When he tried to “save” her from captors he ends up killing the real Delphi because he refused to believe that P. Burke was really her. This part of the story made me feel bad for P. Burke because the whole world loved her for her personality proven through becoming an overnight sensation, but only if it was underneath a beautiful face. Even if she was confident with herself, she’d still be miserable because other people would remind her that she didn’t look pretty enough to even be confident. Over the years up I’ve seen people who have bullied others for being confident with the way they looked even though they were great people to hang out with. They could not fathom that someone could possibly be happy with who they are based on looks alone and they end up lashing out on them for having higher self esteem. In this case, P. Burke truly believed that she was Delphi and professed her love to Paul only to be met back with disgust and her death.
P. Burke just wanted to feel pretty for once in her life. She obviously had a very attractive personality, but most people didn’t acknowledge it because of her outward appearance. As a society, we put too much emphasize on looks that people cannot even see past what’s on the outside and in the end everyone ends up getting hurt.
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